
Upper Merion Baseball Association

Girls Minor & Major Division

Rules and Regulations

1. All rules for play in the girl’s minor softball division shall be judged by the Upper Merion Baseball Association General Rules and Babe Ruth Softball Division Rules and Regulations, except for the specific rules listed herein.

2. The pitcher’s rubber distance from home plate: Minor- 35 feet, Major- 40 feet

3. The pitcher must start with both feet in contact with the rubber.

4. The pitcher must release the ball during the first step she takes toward the batter.

5. If the pitcher is replaced, she may re-enter as a pitcher as long as she stays in the game.

6. Pitcher Pitching limitations: Minor- 3 innings per game, Major- 9 innings per two games

7. Bunting is permitted, however, if a batter shows bunt and pulls the bat back, the player may not swing away at the ball.

8. Batters cannot advance to first on a dropped third strike.

9. Infield fly rule is in effect for Girl’s Majors, but not the Girls Minors.

10. Shortfielders and outfielders must start each play in the grass

11. Maximum of five (5) runs per inning per team. The game will be called when it is mathematically impossible to win.

12. There is an imaginary 8 foot circle around the pitching rubber. When the pitcher is within the circle with the ball in her hand, the play is dead, if there are no base runners between bases. If a baserunner is between bases, an effort must be made by the defense to make an out or force the runner back to the base she came from.
13. Stealing

Minors- Stealing is permitted from 2nd base to 3rd base only.  If there is an overthrow on the steal, the runner may not advance home.  Runner may take a lead from any base, or steal (when permitted) after the pitched ball has crossed the plate.
Majors- Stealing permitted on the release of the ball. Stealing home permitted.

14. Courtesy runners are allowed for the catcher, with 2 outs in the interest of speeding up the game. The pinch runner is the player who recorded the last out.
15. Coach Pitch – Minors.  In the event that a pitcher has walked the bases loaded and has then walked the next batter (to force in a run), that batter does not automatically advance.  Instead the batting team’s coach comes in to pitch to the batter.  The batter cannot walk, but has the remaining strikes to attempt to hit.  For example, if the count is 3 balls and 1 strike the batter can swing and miss and the count is 3 balls and 2 strikes.  If the batter then swings and fouls off a pitch the count stays the same.  If the batter swings and misses she is out.  If she hits the ball fair she may advance and try to become a base runner.  The each team shall announce to the home plate umpire at the start of the game which coach will be the designated pitcher for that game and it must be one coach for the duration of that game.
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